
Connswater Community Greenway
Accessibility and Inclusion

Engagement Project



Director: Dr. Aisling Rusk
Architect: Katie Stringer

Director: Niall Shannon

Photo collage of Studio idir Reimagining Elderhood 
Pop-up Workshop and Welcome Space, August 2023

Photo from an event Niall Shannon delivered with FABB 
Scotland to explore the access issues experienced by 

disabled young people on greenways, July 2018.



Connswater Community Greenway

• Completed in 2017

• £40 million investment in East Belfast. 

• Developed by EastSide Partnership and 

delivered by Belfast City Council. 

• An £11 million flood alleviation scheme to 

reduce flooding to 1700 properties.

Screenshot of the interactive map on the Eastside 
Greenways Website of the CCG



• 9km linear park

• 16km of foot and cycle paths

• Serves 23 schools and colleges

• Hubs for education, interpretation points 

and tourism and heritage trails

• Wildlife corridor from Belfast Lough to the 

Castlereagh Hills

• C.S. Lewis Square – a space for events 

and activities

• A living landmark for east Belfast and a 

legacy for future generations

Connswater Community Greenway

Photo of adults and children enjoying Dixon Playing fields

Photo of people on a bridge in Victoria Park 



Meeting online with stakeholders

Engagement Intent: Fact Finding
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We’re gathering your thoughts and ideas 

for the future of the Alliance Avenue/

Glenbryn Park peace wall. We want to 

know what you think of the peace wall 

and what you would like to see happen.

What would you like to 

happen to the peace 

wall?

When and Where?

We’ll be driving a campervan along 

Alliance Ave, Rd & Glenbryn Pk. 

Hop aboard for a cuppa!

3-7pm, 5th March

Or

Write to us at info@studioidir.com before 

31st March
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Re__hack Welcome Space

Studio idir is an architecture practice based in Ballyhackamore that 
enjoys co-designing and working with communities.  

A big thank you to Strand Homes for letting us use their space for the 
week and to the Eastside Arts Festival.

Follow the project on 
Twitter and Instagram:

: @re__hack

: @re__hack

People of all ages are welcome to drop in to 
Ballyhackamore’s pop-up welcome space for 
a comfy seat and a friendly chat. Wouldn’t 
it be nice to have a space like this in every 
community? 

While here, you can explore the work on 
display showcasing Studio idir’s community 
co-design project exploring aging and 
housing in Ballyhackamore, which is part 
of the island-wide Reimagining Elderhood 
project, led by SOA. 

Open Saturday 5 - Friday 11 August
10am - 3pm

Reimagining Elderhood is a multi-strand collaborative research 
project coordinated by Self Organised Architecture, which explores 
how neighbourhoods can foster community for all ages and maximise 
the possibilities for positive ageing.

Engagement Intent: Invitation to Workshop

LIMIN / ALLEY N:E:W
MARCH 26TH-27TH 2022

NORTH:E:W @9ftincommon
@liminal.belfast

Come visit the events organised around Marsden Gardens.
To find out more, visit www.liminalspacebelfast.com

Belfast Alley Map

The Belfast Alley Map has been designed by 9ft in Common to illustrate the different types of alleys in 
the city.
View the full Belfast Alley Map and read more about 9ft in Common’s research into Belfast’s alleys at 
www.9ftincommon.com.

We want to hear about your alley! Please get in touch at 
www.9ftincommon.com/contact-us/.

Key

Gated Alleys (provided by Belfast City Council)

Unadopted Alleys

Adopted Alleys

City Centre Entries

Greenways

Alleys with gates provided by Belfast City Council

Unadopted alleys

Adopted alleys that are not gated

City centre entries
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Greenways
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What would you like to 
happen to the peace 

wall?

We’ll be driving a campervan along Alliance Ave, 
Alliance Rd & Glenbryn Pk Thursday 5th March.

Hop aboard for a cuppa and a chat!
3-7pm

Or
Write to us at info@studioidir.com 

before 31st March

s t a r l i n g 
s t a r t

Ways to celebrate 

Imbolc

Spring clean

a Celtic festival marking the beginning of spring

Plant seeds and

sow intentions

Let the light in
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Example posters, invites and flyers



Engagement Intent: March ‘Walkshop’

Connswater Greenway 9km Route

22nd

23rd

Stop
Rest

Start

Finish

Rest

Rest

RestStop



Engagement Intent: Illustrate Ideas

: @re__hack

: @re__hack

This map captures ideas that have emerged 
from an engagement project in Ballyhackamore, 
where we asked local residents of all ages to 
imagine how suitable both their homes and the 
neighbourhood were for their elderhood, and 
what changes could be made to improve them. We 
heard that people like living in Ballyhackamore 
and many would like to stay here long-term, but 
the houses are largely unsuitable. Emerging from 
conversations that took place across workshops, 
the map brings together the good things that are 
already happening in Ballyhackamore, some 
small ideas that would be easy to implement, and 
some more radical and strategic suggestions for 
the future. This map is only the start - please add 
your own ideas and observations to your map, 
to make it your own, and share your ideas with 
us!  We believe that everyone can have a say in 
the shaping of their spaces and places.  So let’s 
work together to make Ballyhackamore better 
for Elderhood, because a place that’s better for 
elderhood is better for all.

Radical Inter vent ions

Simple Inter vent ions

What ’s already happening

Key

BALLYHACKAMORE

Donate or buy clothes, furniture, books and 
household items at one of Ballyhackamore’s range 
of charity shops, or, if you have time to spare, 
even help out in one of them by volunteering.

Become a social member for around £30 a 
year, which will allow you to try out bowls, hire 
their spaces, get discounts at the bar, use their 
pool table and darts board and cut through the 
bowling club as a shortcut.  Visit to watch the 
bowling, screening of other sports matches or 
hire a space for a low price to host your own 
party or event.

Look out for some pop-up shops in driveways, 
most recently spotted along Earlswood Road 
- some enterprising local school children are 
selling sweets, drinks and their own crafts and 
creating the opportunity for a neighbourly chat 
as you pass by.

Stop and see what new decorations have 
appeared among the hundreds in this award-
winning micro-garden, including seasonal 
decorations, occasional charity fundraisers 
and wooden garden furniture for sale in the 
summer.  Put a coin in the bucket and ring a bell 
at Christmas for a tune to play. Have a chat with 
other onlookers and sometimes the owners, too.

2. Garden of Cur iosi t ies 3. Char i ty Shops 4. Bowling Club 5. Kids’ S tal ls1. Local act iv i t ies and Events

Pause at the fairy tree and see whats been 
happening lately - these fairies (with the help of 
a friendly human neighbour), put up colourful 
Christmas lights, and regularly extend the  
accommodation with forts, painted stones, 
decorations and new windows all the way up this 
street tree along Kincora Avenue. A good stop 
for a chat with some captivated locals.

This is your map. Please use no.7 to mark, write 
and draw the extra or new things you enjoy (or you 
think others would, including in their elderhood). 
Perhaps it’s a coffee in a favourite local cafe, or 
a walk along the Comber Greenway. What other 
wonderful, interesting, colourful, helpful things 
are there that liven up the streets and houses? 

Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church has 
wooden benches out the front. St Colmcilles RC 
Church has a beautiful garden outside its doors, 
tucked behind the roadside hedge. Both keep 
their gates open, so you can wander in…but are 
you allowed? (We’ve checked, and you are!) 
Wouldn’t it be great if these churches put up signs 
to welcome passers-by to pause there for a rest?

Sitting out the front of our houses gained 
popularity during the covid-19 pandemic.  Let’s 
make a habit of taking time to sit out in our front 
garden/forecourt/footpath space. We’ll get to 
know our neighbours more, and perhaps do 
something to tackle our own or someone else’s 
loneliness. 

The hedges on many local streets have grown 
out well beyond the original building line, 
encroaching on footpath space.  Earlswood Road 
is particularly problematic, and when cars park 
on the pavement, pedestrians are often forced 
onto the road.  Help out your neighbours by 
making sure your garden hedge is kept cut back.

An area of space is dedicated to around 15 
parking spaces in the heart of Ballyhackamore. 
More park on the footpath and make it difficult 
for pedestrians to pass safely.  What if we 
pedestrianised this, leaving only a couple of 
spaces for blue badge holders and deliveries?  We 
could have more seating, planters, a gathering 
space and even some public art here, instead.

Could this large area of unused footpath outside 
the bike, cafe and health food shop, become a 
small public square with shared seating?  A space 
for a market?  Look at the success of the Ormeau 
Parklet and think what we could have here.

The space behind Belmont Bowling Club car 
park is overgrown and unused. You’ve told us 
Ballyhackamore needs more green space or a 
park. This space could become one, with the 
fencing to Belmont Park removed!  What would 
you like to see here? Perhaps a space to sit, grow 
or play, or some beautiful flowers to enjoy?

We can all get caught out sometimes, so let’s 
give Ballyhackamore some public toilets for 
everyone’s benefit.

An idea that arose from one of our workshops.  
The National Trust currently  own this important 
piece of local heritage. Could it be used more 
frequently? What if the community bought it 
back and turned it into a music and arts centre, 
with classes and events for local people?  What 
would you like to use this space for?

Do you think that cars take over Ballyhackamore? 
Are bikes, forced onto footpaths, frightening for 
you? A one-way system has been successfully 
implemented on Eastleigh Crescent. What if we 
did the same along Earlswood, Kincora and 
Eastleigh Drive? It would leave space for bike 
lanes and keep footpaths clear for pedestrians. 

Are there kerbs at driveways near you which 
make it hard to navigate the footpath? Are there 
certain routes you would avoid with a buggy? 
Why not lobby Belfast City Council to drop 
those kerbs and make the street safer and more 
navigable for all pedestrians? See Belmont Park 
for a recent local example, brought about by 
community action. 

Is your house getting too big for you? Do you have 
family living in the area or are keen to return? 
Intergenerational living is having a resurgence! 
Prepare for the future by creating an accessible 
annex within your ground floor and handing over 
the rest of the house and garden to adult children 
and grandkids. Speak to us at Studio idir if you’d 
like to see some stylish examples.

For those of us still able and keen to cycle, 
let’s make it possible for us to do that later 
in life by extending the Belfast Bike (hire) to 
Ballyhackamore, so you can cycle downhill into 
the city in the bus-and-bike lane, then take a 
glider back up the hill. Maybe there could be 
hireable e-bikes for a leisurely ride along the 
Comber Greenway (and some help on the hills). 

It’s currently impossible to walk into Tescos 
without sharing the surface with cars reversing in 
and out of spaces and trying to find a gap in the 
busy passing traffic, not to mention large delivery 
vehicles.  Losing a parking space or two in order 
to link the footpath to the entrance would make a 
safer shopping experience for pedestrians, who 
must make up the majority of customers.

Accessible bungalows and apartments are hard 
to come by.  So why not adapt your own house 
into a ground floor accessible apartment for you, 
and a separate lettable apartment upstairs. You’ll 
stay in a familiar area, supplement your income 
and have company at home, while maintaining 
private space and your independence. See Ava 
Housing, Dublin, for an example of this model.

The alleys behind Ballyhackamore’s houses are 
largely ungated.  Let’s keep them that way and 
explore using them as a social space and route.  
Can we add windows from houses/yards into the 
alleys; add fold-down benches, planters; paint 
our walls and gates; and improve the ground 
surfaces?  How else could you use yours? See 
our @9ftincommon project for inspiration.

There is one, solitary and oft-used public bench 
in Ballyhackamore.  Let’s add more to allow 
people to rest their legs along their way. These 
could even be smart benches with in-built solar 
powered phone chargers.  There are lots of 
potential spaces and we have marked just a few.  
Can you think of more?

There are always one or two vacant units along 
the main commercial strip. What if we made 
temporary use of one as a pop-up welcome drop-
in space, ideally with toilets and seats, where 
people could call in for a rest, a chat, perhaps 
a hot drink, and find out what’s going on in the 
area.  Perhaps this could be staffed by local 
retired volunteers.

There are a wealth of large, heated spaces within 
our local schools and churches that lie unused for 
a large part of the day/week/weekend/holidays.  
Some use them to run programmes of community 
events, such as grandparent and toddler groups, 
and they may also be available for individuals to 
hire for hobbies or parties. Give them a call to 
find out!

Have you any simple ideas for ways to improve our 
streets and houses that would help the community 
here to continue to live in Ballyhackamore through 
all stages of life, and to foster a vibrant and 
welcoming community? Mark, write and draw 
an idea that could be implemented quickly and 
efficiently, using local skills and talent. 

Would you be willing to be a part of a community 
action group, bringing together locals from 
Ballyhackamore from all backgrounds and stages 
of life, to plan and implement some of these 
simple interventions to make Ballyhackamore a 
better place to live? Perhaps it could meet in the 
library. Let us know if you’re interested - we are 
too. 

Have you any radical ideas for ways to 
improve our streets and houses that would 
help the community here to continue to live in 
Ballyhackamore through all stages of life, and 
to foster a vibrant and welcoming community? 
Mark, write and draw an idea that could be 
implemented quickly and efficiently, using local 
skills and talent. 

Stay active and meet new people at the wide 
range of activities currently happening in the 
area:
- Jazz nights at the Working Mens’ Club 
- Yoga at Yoga Quarter
- Pilates        
- Bowling at Belmont Bowling Club
- Newspaper & coffee at the library 
- Flower arranging workshops

6. The Fair y Tree 7. What else is great?

21. Sketch your idea!

28. Sketch your idea!

14. Signage to benches on church land

15. Seat at the front of your house 16. Cut back hedges

24. Remove parking outs ide the shops 23. A Parklet22. Transform an over looked area 25. Provide Publ ic Toi le ts 26. Buy back Belmont Tower 27. One-way system and bike lanes

17. Drop kerbs at dr iveways 18. Adapt for intergenerat ional l iv ing 19. Belfast  E-Bikes

8. Footpath at Tesco 9. Subdivide/let upper f loor of house 10. Al leyways as Social Spaces 11. Instal l  new publ ic benches 12. Pop-up/drop- in welcome centre 13. Ut i l ise church and school faci l i t ies

20. Community Act ion Group

After completing your sketch, use the space below to describe your idea. 
Then put a stamp on the front of this postcard and send it to us, or drop 
it into our office above Acapulco. We’ll share it on social media and let’s 
see if the idea takes hold!

Send us your best idea

Example illustrations



Engagement Intent: Report 
Example reports


